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The Pilgrims actually tried to sail to America twice before making 

both ships had to turn back two times in a row because the Speedwell had 

arrived on the shores of Cape Cod in November.

time were made for carrying cargo, or items being sent from one place to 

during a sea journey, which could take weeks, even months at a time. Ships 
could be attacked by pirates, and ship construction wasn’t as safe as it is now 
– shipwrecks were not unusual. Seasickness was common, and illness spread 
quickly on cramped ships. In fact, the ship was damaged in a storm on the 
way there – luckily, people on board were able to repair it. A baby, named 

an area of land that had good weather to live in and had soil fertile enough to 

Soon, they sailed up the coast to where Plymouth is and began building a
town there. Most of the group lived on the ship until around March of 1621,
when there were enough houses built for everyone to live on land. 

their famous journey on the ! Two ships, the 
and the Speedwell, set sail for the New World in July of 1620, but

leaks. After deciding that the Speedwell was too leaky to ride in, the settlers
decided to make do with just the 

Taking a journey by sea in 1620 wasn’t like it is today. Most ships at the

grow food in, the rest of the Pilgrims lived on the ship for a few more weeks.

Oceanus after their sea journey, was born on the way there.
After over two months on the sea, the  arrived at what is now

May�ower in Plymouth Harbor by William Halsall – 1882
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by number on the diagram below.

4. �e master charted the course of the ship from here. He and his assistant
had to use the location of the stars and sun to tell which direction they 
were going.

1. �is is where meals were cooked. Food on the May�ower was usually
oatmeal, �sh, salted pork and other foods that wouldn’t spoil quickly.

2. �e Pilgrims lived and slept here while they made their way to America.
�ere was no light, no restrooms and no privacy at all!

3. Food was stored here. �e May�ower carried 180 barrels of food and drink.


